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*Importance of 3Rs Assessment
and How It Supports Effective
Implementation of
Foundational Learning Skills
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* INTRODUCTION

* 3Rs assessment refers to the systematic process of
evaluating learners’ abilities in reading, writing and
arithmetic in order to determine their level of
understanding and identify learning gaps. By focusing
on these core skills, 3Rs assessment plays a critical
role in strengthening foundational learning and
ensuring that all learners are equipped for future
academic success.
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*INTRODUCTION ..., Cont

*3Rs assessment (Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic) is a critical tool In education that
ensures learners acquire the basic
competencies needed for all future learning. Its
Importance goes beyond measuring
performance-it actively supports effective
teaching and learning. Therefore, this
presentation focuses on 3rs assessment
(reading, writing and arithmetic) and how 3rs
assessment support the effective
Implementation of foundational learning skills.
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IMPRTANCE OF 3Rs ASSESSMENT

« Early Identification of Learning Gaps: In Tanzania, many

children enter school speaking local languages before
transitioning to Kiswahili and later English. Assessment helps

teachers detect difficulties In language transition w

identifyng learners who need remedial support and adj

nile
uSt

teaching strategies early. Difficulties such as: poor reac

INg

comprehension, weak writing skills, inability to perform basic

calculations when identified allows for timely intervention and

remediation.
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*IMPORTANCE............ e, Cont

*Improving teaching quality: 3Rs assessments are

not only for students, they also guide teachers.
Provides feedback to teachers on Ilearners’
performance which helps to adjust teaching
strategies, use appropriate teaching materials, apply
learner-centered approaches and promotes more
effective and targeted Instruction. This aligns with
Tanzania's competence-based curriculum which
focuses on practical skills rather than rote
memorization
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IMPORTANCE......ccccccotrueeiiinmnnnnnnnee CONTINUED

*Supporting national education goals:
Tanzania aims to Improve literacy and
numeracy rates as part of its development
agenda. Through 3Rs assessment, schools
track progress toward universal literacy,
policymakers identify weak regions or districts
and ~ resources can be allocated more
effectively. Tracking learners’ Improvement
over time helps teachers and schools
evaluate whether learning objectives are
being achieved and encourages continuous
Improvement in both teaching and learning.

THE 9™ ANNUAL JOINT EDUCATION SECTION SECTOR REVIEW (AJESR 2026) i @ meworoeank  GPE i




IMPRTANCE......cicciiimmriiiiiinniiiniinnnssiniennnssnenannsn s Cont

Reducing dropout and repetition rates:
When students fall to master basic skills:
They become frustrated, lose confidence are
more likely to drop out. 3RS assessment
enables teachers to group learners based on
ability levels, to give remedial support for
struggling learners and enrichment activities
for advanced learners. It ensures no learner
IS left behind and timely iIntervention for

helping learners stay In school and progress
successftully.
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IMPRTANCE............coee e Cont
* Improves Learner Motivation and Confidence
Regular assessment shows learner’s progress.

Builds confidence when improvement is
observed.

Encourages active participation and responsibility
for learning.
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IMPRTANCE..........o e Cont
e Strengthens Curriculum Implementation

Ensures the curriculum is effectively delivered at
the classroom level.

Highlights areas where the curriculum may need
adjustment.

Aligns teaching with expected learning outcomes.
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IMPRTANLCE............o e Cont
* Informs Educational Planning and Policy

Provides reliable data for decision-making at
school and national levels.

Helps in allocating resources (e.g., teaching
materials, training).

Supports education reforms aimed at improving
foundational learning.
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IMPORTANCE.......cc i Cont

Accountability and system monitoring:
Assessment data provides evidence for: School
performance, teacher accountability,
effectiveness of government programs. Holds
teachers, schools, and education systems

responsible  for learners’  performance.
Promotes quality assurance in education..
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IMPORTANCE Cont

*Enhancing equity and inclusion. 3Rs
assessments help identify, Rural vs. urban
disparities, Gender gaps in learning. This ensures
promoting equal educational opportunities
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* Conclusion

*3Rs assessment is essential for ensuring that
Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic skills are
effectively taught and learned. It does not only
measures learning but also guides teaching,
supports learners, and improves the overall
quality of education, making it a key component
in successful foundational learning programs.

THE 9™ ANNUAL JOINT EDUCATION SECTION SECTOR REVIEW (AJESR 2026) L8 @rewonosac  GPE - gz




FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING SKILLS

* Introduction: Learning skills are the basic skills that learners are

supposed to acquire in the early years of education, which enable
them to read, write, understand numbers and learn effectively in all
other subjects. Foundational learning skills includes;

e Ablility to recognize letters and words

e Understand meaning from texts

e Develop comprehension skills

e Ability to form letters and words correctly
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FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING SKILLS......cccccevieennnens
» EXpress ideas clearly in sentences

* Develop spelling and grammar

» Understanding numbers and counting

* Performing basic operations (addition,
subtraction, etc.)

* Solving simple mathematical problems
* Listening and speaking clearly
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FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING SKILLS

*Expressing ideas confidently
* Ability to reason and solve problems
* Making simple decisions
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HOW 3R ASSESSMENT SUPPORT THE EFFECTIVE
IMPLEMENTATION OF FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING

SKILLS

* The 3Rs are the Building Blocks of every subject: Reading
enables understanding of instructions, textbooks and exams,
writing allows learners to express ideas clearly and
arithmetic supports. Logical thinking and problem-solving
without strong performance in these areas, students struggle
across entire curriculum. Early assessment helps identify
gaps before they widen.
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*Building life skills and economic participation.
Strong literacy and numeracy skills are essential
for everyday tasks (reading signs, managing
money, employment and entrepreneurship,
Participation in civic life. In a developing
economy like Tanzania, improving these skills

directly contributes to poverty reduction and
national growth.
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*3Rs assessment (Reading, Writing, and
Arithmetic) is a critical tool in education that
ensures learners acquire the basic competencies
needed for all future learning. Its importance
goes beyond measuring performance-it actively
supports effective teaching and learning
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Conclussion

* Foundational Learning Skills support success in
all school subjects, improve understanding and
retention of knowledge and prepare learners for
lifelong learning.
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